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TOYS: New

g1zmos aim to
please kids,
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versions, Zoombox uses a halo-
gen bulb to project a 60-inch (max)
video image on a wall, with the con-
tent coming from either its built-in
DVD/CD player or from a connect-
ed device like a video game system.

Zoombox has built-in stereo
speakers, a headphone jack and an
image resolution of 557 by 234 pix-
els (that’s a VHS-quality picture).
The product goes national in Au-
gust, priced at $249.

Fun factories ¥

® Learning-obsessed VTech
grabbed attention with the Write &
Learn Spellboard Advanced
($39.99, out in June).

Children 6 and up will use it first
to sharpen printing and spelling
skills, then move up to cursive, with
both Zaner-Bloser and D'Nealian
writing styles recognized by the
smart board.

¢ Even 9-month-olds will be able
to get into the learning game this
fall with the VSmile Baby Infant
Development System ($39.99, plus
plug-in cartridges.) It starts as a
stand-alone busy box, then grows
into the wireless keyboard for a TV-
linked computer serving up to 3-
year-olds.

® Getting kids off their duffs is
the goal of the Jammin’ Gym Class
($29.99), a new exercise pad and
“smartridge” accessory for the orig-
inal VSmile system.

¢ That's a bit of a trend. We also
saw human footpower motivating
the action in Fisher-Price’'s ESPN
Fast Action Football ($219.99), an
arcade-style electronic table game.
When the ball is in motion, players
must jog in place (atop a
touch-sensitive pad)

)
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or they won't make any headway!
¢ Number-crunchers (of all ag-
es) will love TechnoSource’s Sudo-
ku Mega Touch Screen ($15), an en-
hanced version of 2005’s best-sell-
ing hand-held game. It boasts 2

million puzzles, an extra-large
backlit screen and the ability to in-
put your own puzzles.

® Learning to play a keyboard
and read musical notation is as
easy as hitting objects in a shooting
gallery, in the I Can Play Piano key-
board system from Fisher-Price
($79.99, August).

¢ Designed for kids 4 and up, it
has proprietary Piano Wizard tech-
nology that helps students make
connections between the keys and
moving objects on a TV screen.
Eventually, they graduate to read-
ing color-coded notes on a musical
staff.

Just for laughs

Thank goodness, some techie
toys have no redeeming qualities,
except providing fun.

¢ Tied to the forthcoming Pixar
animated feature “Cars” is Mattel’s
Fast Talkin’ Lightning McQueen, a
large-scale car with a freaky motor-
ized mouth/grill that moves when it
talks (strangely, in actor Owen Wil-
son’s voice). Lightnin’ can be pro-
grammed to do stunts and tricks
and makes fun of himself when he
crashes. ($34.99, May).

® Equipped with a night vision
video camera, the remote-con-
trolled Spy Video Car from Wild
Planet lets you sneak up on people
in other rooms. You're watching
and maneuvering safely —up to 75
feet away — on a monocular LCD
headset screen. ($129.99, fall).

¢ Slip a child (4 and up) into
Mattel’s Superman Returns Infla-
to-Suit and watch him/her be
transformed. A battery-operated,
built-in fan literally “pumps up” the
kid to resembles the super hero.
($21.99, April).

Slip a child
(4 and up)
into Mattel’s Superman
Returns Inflato-Suit and
watch him be trans-
formed. A battery-
operated, built-in fan
literally “pumps up”
the kid to resemble
the superhero.
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