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By Algx Chetholm

The theme running through this year’s
MNAPPA winners is excellence in empowering kids and
unlocking their creativity. As computing technologies becomm
mvre saphisticated, they're also becomdng easier to use.

The past few years have seen an explosion of new software
titles and electronic games thar move beyond what’s possible
with the keyboard and joystick. These innovations invite kids
of all ages to literally jump in w experiences with easy-ro-use
dance pads, skateboards, drawing slates and other devices thas
oonnect directly o the computer and TV, These wonderful
new ways of interacting with technology enable desipners o
create products that go way bevond old-schosl =drill and
thrill” activities. These NAPPA Gold Award-winners repre-
sent some of the best of whars new for families

For Preschoolers & Elementary Students
* Plano Wizard, Allcgro Multimedia, 2005: $199.95;
Windows %8 and laer; www.allegrorainbow.com; for ages §

and up. Pricey, yes, but a worthwhile invest-

m ment [or the family. Research shows thar kids

who develop an ability o play music benefit in
a vaniety of ways, including demonstrating bewer math profi-

ciencies, This USH FII1IF-iI.‘| works with your P and ingro-
thuces kids 1o the keyhoard, sheet music and many popular
pian classies, H1_I.[|'t|:.' versatile, it provides step-by-step
insmacton — aften th rnl:lg'h -;.il'rl.lnln,- EaTneE and visisals — 1o
help kids learn where o place their ngers, how o counr
measares, read muosse and progress |_|1r|:H,|:J:|‘:| maore advaneed
musical exercises and practice sessions. Kids receive U
through all activities, inchuding a |:|ru:|l'|¢.'||.-nq."_|.' migger that helps
thiem wrack their progress,



