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Piano Wizard

While there are game-based music train-
ing marerials available in the mass mar-
ket, they tend o be blased more woward
gaming rather than music. For example,
Guitar Hero for the Sony P52 Flaystadon
teaches basic puitar bt doesn’t fooos
o rrsical d-i.ﬂ.'lr]ui‘rl‘ﬂrl!l[. Paang Wizard,
hovweever, is different. Ax a PC program, i
can draw on the immenss resowrces of
the host compater. 1t is a I'ingl.'r Irainn-
ing game designed 1o create the proper
musical bechnicue nesded o become
prohcient at the keyboard

It is corse I||i1|g tor teach p'ia:u.-::., 1t|.1i.li."
another to make it :lalq_-n.:.ini:l.u. Piano
Wizard is more than a 'H:n.'lq.' SCTEETL,
With iis cip:l'.ng di.:p!ml,-. Fiano Wiz-
ard CAPIres the student’s attention bt
it is the p:\ngr.im's -.'l{'|1t|'| that hﬂ.']w.
the knowledge progressing. Instead af
COMCENIrAING On Noie Names and staffs,
Piano Wizard's finger raining exercises
are a welcome departure from raditdonal
plano bessons, The beauty of the system
is irs abilivy 1o discard the robe memory
of uninspiring somgs through the Flano
Wizard Premiber feamure, By downlosding
MIDI files 1o Premier, students can learn
a song that interests them, not the one in
the lesson baok.

Piano Wizard uses a music-before-
theary approach that allows smadents
v pllay the minowe they sin derwm ar the
keyboard. Traditional methods require
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the student learn the "why™ of music be-
fore the fun can begin, but Plano Wizard
encourages immediate use of the insro-
ment, Fiano Wizand considers notation
1o be a mapping element for the music
as opposed 1o a sirict code of conduct
Since the masic comes first, rhythm

and phrasing are nferred rather than
implied. The resalt is a shormer learning
curve for the plece and higher retention
afver che indnial play throwgh.

Fiano Wizard is a swoccessiul
adaptation of the gaming genre 1o
serious music lessons. [t is as capable as a
human insractor and fum vo oot
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